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I have known Bearer Thomas Dunn  for  a number of years.  His 
conduct has been uniformly of the first order.

He is strictly sober, most honest and trust-worthy, faithful and diligent to 
his employer, possesses of much intelligence and would be found a 
valuable acquisition for who may require his services.

G. Whiley P.P.
October 10th 1849 Allen

Robertstown
Ireland
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            Sir 
                         We the citizens of Corpus Christi 
feel we need not enter into a long detail of 
circumstances to prove to you, that we are much 
infused and annoyed by the marauding Indians, 
who have for upwards of three months infest- 
ed this part of Western Texas, nevertheless 
we feel it is our duty to lay before you some 
facts that are such a nature that we feel 
you will not hesitate to render us such ef- 
fficent and prompt assistance, as will finally 
put a stop to the atrocities that we are daily and 
hourly exposed to.  We appeal to you as the high 
est authority of the mission as present in this 
vicinity, for as citizens of the United States, 
we feel we are justly entitled to complain and  
ask redress for our grievances, when we can no 
longer grapple with them ourselves, which is the 
case this time, for such is the audacity of  
the enemy, that every day fresh barbarities and 
robberies are committed by these infidels and 
really thing have come to such a pitch 
 

we can no longer conspicuously consider our  
wives and families safe. 
        Only yesterday two Mexicans and 
one American were killed and a drove of 
horses (near one hundred) were driven off, within 
five miles of Corpus Christi, and a Mexican 
wounded with three arrows, and his left arm 
broken, left on the field for dead, and who al- 
tho here will undoubtly die in the next few days, 
to day one of the Company of Rangers who was 
here on duty, started to return to rejoin the 
Company, and on his way was attacked by 
a party of Indians who wounded him severely, 
within three miles of this town.  Colonel 
H L Kinney a citizen of Corpus, has lost upward 
of 15,000 dollars worth of property within two 
months, besides what he has been obliged to 
spend in furnishing various parties of Citi- 
zens from time to time to enable them to go out 
in pursuit that enemy, many with horses and 
all with ammunition and provisions, and on  
their return being working men he had to pay 
for their time, and besides this, the many beau- 
tiful Ranchos which he has established at con- 
vienent distances on his land, are all laid waste 
and abandoned, for such is the actual terror of 
the people that no one will remain out side 
the Town, consequently he can neither farm 
 



 

his lands, or raise stock, which has so 
curtailed his means, that he is no longer 
able to attend to the necessities of the times, 
in furnishing provisions and ammunition  
to those who are still able and willing to per- 
severe in defending the country. 
         We foregore entering into further de 
tail on our suffering, and merely state that 
within the last three months some twenty men 
have been killed, and upwards of 40,000 dollars 
worth of property has been lost, between what 
has been destroyed and stock stolen.  Consequently 
we have come to the conclusion to ask of you 
that protection we feel that we are entitled to as 
citizens of the United States, we appeal to you 
with all confidence, and that you will meet 
us in that benevolent manner, which humanity 
so loudly calls for, when the citizens of a great 
Country are so barbarously murdered, their pro 
-perty stolen and the dearest pledge of all in 
constant and hourly danger.  General we require 
prompt assistance, and request if from you, it 
is true there is a company of rangers, but we are 
no longer able to support them, for we can get 
nothing from our lands, and our means are all 
exhausted, therefore, we cannot foresee the result 
or issue of our present position, unless you 
take the bull by the horns, and make the Co 
 

permanent for at least a year, and send 
such supplies that will render that force re- 
eally in the prosecution of these bar- 
barians. 
 



Battle of Corpus Christi
August 12, 1862
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