October 2023

NUECES COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

PRESENTS
Allan Hayes
“Corpus Christi Collectibles”
Tuesday, October 3, 2023, 7:00 p.m.
First Presbyterian Church, 430 S. Carancahua Street, Corpus Christi

Two-time NCHS Past President Allan Hayes has lived in south Texas since 1975.
He spends his free time enjoying a wide-variety of hobbies, but history and
genealogy are two of his greatest passions. Sometime in the mid-80s he began
purchasing old Corpus Christi postcards, and shortly afterward expanded his
collecting to include other souvenir items and memorabilia from the city and
surrounding area.

Allan’s presentation will be an overview of the things he collects. These Corpus
Christi-related items cover a wide-variety of materials. Many are keepsakes
people of yesteryear acquired to help them remember the locations they lived,
worked, and sought recreation and the landmarks associated with those places.
Come see what memories these treasures might help you recall!

**¥IT IS TIME TO PAY YOUR ANNUAL DUES. A MEMBERSHIP
FORM IS INCLUDED IN THIS NEWSLETTER. YOU MAY MAIL
YOUR CHECK OR BRING IT THE NEXT MEETING. ***

The Nueces County Historical Society meets the first Tuesday of the months of
September-April. An annual Local History Awards Banquet is held on the first
Tuesday in May.

Find us on Facebook or on the web at www.nuecescountyhistoricalsociety.org.
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Harriet Tillman, retired teacher, presented the September program. Many
influential female teachers have graced the halls of Corpus Christi schools.
Several schools in CCISD are named in honor of those special teachers.
Left to right: Kathy Wemer, Vice President of NCHS; Sherry Perez, CCISD teacher
and daughter of Harriet Tillman; retired teacher and speaker Harriet Tillman.

NCHS Mission Statement-The Nueces County Historical Society is a 501©3 multi-cultural

organization which encourages a deeper understanding and appreciation for the rich history
of Nueces County, the Coastal Bend of Texas, and the United States of America, by members
and guests of all ages. It accomplishes this through hosting regularly scheduled presentations

with interesting speakers, sponsoring special events, and leading preservation efforts for the
area sites of historical significance.
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U.S. COAST GUARD ON MUSTANG ISLAND

THE ARANSAS PASS HAS! SIGNIFICANTLY, INFLUENCED THE ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT OF THE REGION. THE NATURALIWATERWAY ALSO_HAS
INCLUDED TREAGHEROUS NAVIGATIONAL' HAZARDS.  IIN 1878, THE U.S:
GOVERNMENT. ADDRESSED THIS SITUATIONIWHEN!IT: ESTABLISHED, THE
FIRSTARANSAS LIFE SAVING STATION ONIMUSTANGIISEAND,AT.COTTERAND
STATION! STREETS. THE STATION! SERVED) THE REGIONAL{WATERS |FOR
SEVERAL DECADES BUT WAS DESTROYED! BYAWINDANDESTORM SURGE
FLOODING DURING THE 1919 HURRICANEX THE (COAST GUARD ON'MUSTANG,
ISLAND! SERVED; OUT OF- AN-INTERIM FACILITY-UNTIEN1925 WHEN: THE
SECOND LIFE SAVING STATION OPENEDEROSION/OFTHE SECOND STATION'S
CONCRETE FOUNDATION, COMBINED - WITH-ANINCREASING -WORKLOAD,
RESULTED.IN THE STRUCTURE'S REPLACEMENT-IN=19765

IN- JANUARY 1915, PRESIDENT WOODROW--WILSON"SIGNED A
CONGRESSIONAL ACT COMBINING THE COLONIAL ERA REVENUE CUTTER
SERVICE AND THE LIFE SAVING SERVICE (EST. 1878) INTO THE U.S. COAST
GUARD. IN TIMES OF WAR, THE COAST GUARD JOINED THE NATION'S
MILITARY. DURING WORLD WAR II, THE PRIMARY LIFESAVING MISSION AT
MUSTANG ISLAND GREW TO ENCOMPASS THE PORTS, WATERWAYS, AND
COASTAL SECURITY MISSION THAT REQUIRED THE COAST GUARD TO WATCH
FOR ENEMY-NAVAL ACTIVITY. ROVING COASTGUARDSMEN AND CANINE
PATROLS MONITORED AGAINST INCURSION BY ENEMY AGENTS AND
SABOTEURS.

IN THE EARLY 21ST CENTURY, THE WAR ON TERRORISM ALTERED THE
PRIMARY LIFE SAVING ORIENTATION OF THE COAST GUARD ONCE AGAIN.
THE NEW MISSION STRUCTURE REQUIRED THE COAST GUARD TO BOARD
VESSELS ENTERING THROUGH THE ARANSAS PASS TO EXAMINE
DOCUMENTATION AND INSPECT CARGOES. FROM THE PORT OF CORPUS
CHRISTI, U.S. MILITARY SEALIFT COMMAND VESSELS CARRY ING ARMORED
VEHICLES AND OTHER MATERIALS TO THEATERS OF WAR WERE ESCORTED
BY ARMED COAST GUARD CRAFTS. AS A RESULT, THE COAST GUARD ON

MUSTANG ISLAND CONTINUED TO SAFEGUARD LIVES AND PROVIDE
SECURITY.

MARKER IS PROPERTY OF THE STATE OF TEXAS i

The marker for the U.S.
Coast Guard on Mustang
Island was demolished
during hurricane Harvey
in 2017. A replacement
marker was ordered and
rededicated on
September 20. The
marker is located at
Robert’s Point Park in
Port Aransas. The
ceremony was held in
conjunction with the
207" monthly partner
event of the Texas
Tropical Trail Region.

2022-2024 Officers and Board of Trustees:

President: Susan Trevino
Vice President: Kathy Wemer
Secretary: Vacant

Treasurer: Sue Ryland
Membership: Michelle Balis
Bulletin Editor: Penny Pillack
Webmaster: Mike Carlisle
Hospitality: Karen Howden

Trustees: Mary Helen Dunnam, Dottie Ewing, RudyTejano Pena, Rene Trevino
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Hope your plans include attending the 14" Annual Voices of South Texas!
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

October 3-Regular NCHS meeting, 7:00 p.m., Speaker will be Allan Hayes.
October 17-Texas Tropical Trail Region monthly event, Riviera **

October 21-Workday at Old Bayview Cemetery, 8:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Everyone
is invited to come out to help!

November 4-“Voices of South Texas: Old Bayview Cemetery Comes Alive”
November 7-Regular NCHS meeting, 7:00 p.m., Speaker will be Frank Newell
from the Coastal Bend Veterans Cemetery.

November 9-Field of Honor at Richard Borchard Fairgrounds

November 10-WWII Ceremony on USS Lexington, More info forthcoming

November 11-Veterans Day

December 5-Regular NCHS meeting, 7:00 p.m., Speaker will be Jim Moloney on
his upcoming newest book, “Corpus Christi Handbook.”

December 7-Pearl Harbor Day

December 16-Wreaths across America at various area cemeteries

January 7-Regular NCHS meeting, 7:00 p.m.
February 6-Regular NCHS meeting, 7:00 p.m.
March 5-Regular NCHS meeting, 7:00 p.m.

April 2-Regular NCHS meeting, 7:00 p.m.

May 7-Daniel Kilgore Local History Awards Banquet

** Contact Sandy Jumper Executive Director, for more info or to get on the
mailing list, at info@texastropicaltrail.com.
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IT IS NOW TIME TO SUBMIT YOUR DUES FOR 2023-2024.

The Nueces County Historical Society
NCHS Membership Year: September 2023 to August 2024

Name

Address

City State Zip

Home Phone Cell Phone

Email

Please select Membership Category:

______Military Veteran No Charge (Present DD 214 or military ID)
______Individual $15.00
_____ Family $20.00
_____Student $4.00
_____Patron $50.00
______Sustaining Patron $100.00
______Supporting Patron $150.00
_____Benefactor $250.00
_____ Corporate $250.00
______Angel $1,000.00

Please remit dues check with this membership form to:
Nueces County Historical Society

P. O. Box 60003

Corpus Christi, Texas 78466-0003
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